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Announcements 

Editorial Note: the information on the following training courses only 
reached our office at the end of April 1993. 

UNESCO and ICRO (International Cell Research 
Organization) announce: 

Theoretical and Practical Course on Molecular 
Genetics 

Organization 
The course will be held in November 1993 (lst-13th); Faculty of 
Biology, University of La Habana, Cuba. 
The language of the course will be English. 
The theoretical part of the course addresses a limited number of partici- 
pants (around 50) but of various origins (scientists and advanced stu- 
dents, teachers, engineers). It will cover the recent advances in molecular 
genetics as well as the specificity of problems of interest to the partici- 
pants and to their countries. 
The practical course is organized along two lines: The first one is the use 
of methods to analyze nucleic acids' structures and sequences using 
techniques that do not involve sophisticated laboratory conditions both 

for research and diagnostic activities (non-radioactive labelling of nu- 
cleic acids, probe manipulations). The second topic is the implementa- 
tion, the characterization and the evaluation of the genetic diversity of 
populations of interest. It provides the fundamental basis for genetic 
resources identification and management. The audience to this practical 
part will be restricted to 20 persons. 

Organizers 
Dr. M. Oliva-Suarez, Facultad de Biologia, Universidad de Habana, 
Cuba. 
Dr. G. Bernardi, Laboratoire de Gdn6tique Mol6culaire, Institut Jacques 
Monod, Paris, France. 
Dr. J.C. Mounolou, Universit6 de Paris-Sud, C.G.M. - CNRS, 911 198 
Gif-sur-Yvette, France. 

Faculty 
S. Amaise, Orsay; J. Benitez, La Habana; G. Bemardi, Paris; V. 
Berovides-Alvarez, La Habana; G. Cohen, Paris; M. Duquet, Orsay; M. 
Fellous, Paris; A. Garcia-Bellido, Madrid; L. Jouanin, Versailles; G. 
Macay, San-Jos6; M. Monnerot, Gif; J.C. Mounolou, Gif; M. Oliva- 
Suarez, La Habana; J.L Rossignol, Orsay; C. Scazzocchio, Orsay; M. 
Solignac, Gif. 
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Participants 
The audience to this course is essentially expected to come from Central 
and Southern America. Cuban participants will not exceed 50 %. The 
examination of applications will be carried out by the organizers with 
the help of the faculty. 
Applications 
A CV with publication list, a note indicating scientific and personal 
interests with regard to the course are to be sent before June  20, 1993, 
to: 

Centre de Grnrtique Mol6culaire 
Attn. J.C. Mounolou 
CNRS 
F-91198 Gif / France. 

Venue 
Institute of Molecular Biology 
University of Latvia and Latvian Academy of Sciences 
Krnstpils 53 
LV-1065 Riga 

Language: English 

Participants' 
The course is intended for graduate students and research fellows. 
Participation will be restricted to 20 students. Applicants are strongly 
urged to obtain travel grants from their own institutions or governments. 
Exceptional travel grants will be available to participants unable to 
secure funds from local sources. 

Course fee including accommodation will be 210 US $ per week. A 
number of grants are available and applicants are encouraged to ask for 
them when they apply for the course. 

UNESCO and ICRO (International Cell Research 
Organization) announce: 

Second International Training Course on 
Genetic and Cell Engineering: 
Principles, Techniques and Application in Modern 
Biotechnology 

Institute of Molecular Biology, Riga, Latvia 

September 12-19, 1993 

Objectives 
The aim of the training course is to acquaint the participants with the 
theoretical basis and experimental methods in the construction of recom- 
binant DNA, as well as the use of DNA in transformation of procaryotic 
and eucaryotic cells. Lectures will include: analysis of genome structure 
and organization, chemical and enzymatic synthesis of genes, protein 
engineering, gene expression in bacteria, yeast, plant and mammalian 
cells, monoclonal antibodies and their hybrids. 
Some topics could be supplemented by video film demonstration using 
commercial videorecordings. 

Programme 
Three laboratory experiments are offered for each participant: 

A. eDNA library and PCR technique 
B. RNA synthesis in vitro 
C. Immunological screening and double radial immunodiffusion, 

Western blotting 
D. Construction of hybridomas 

All the experiments will be carried out in the genetic and protein 
engineering, immunochemical and cell culture laboratories of the Insti- 
tute of Molecular Biology (located in the same building as the lecture 
hall). Applicants are asked to select three experiments they would like to 
perform. 

O~ganizers 
Viesturs Baumanis, Valdis Berzins, Elmars Grens (Chairman), Zinaida 
Shomshtein (Secretary), Valdis Taurins. 

Teaching Staff 
A. Avots (Latvia), E. Avota, (Latvia), V. Baumanis (Latvia), Yu Berlin 
(Russia), V. Berzins (Latvia), V. Bichko (Latvia), E. Grens (Latvia), L. 
Kiselev (Russia), M. Ustav (Estonia), P. Pumpens (Latvia), R Pushko 
(Latvia), K. Sasnauskas (Lithuania), R. Saarma (Finland), V. Skrivelis 
(Latvia), K. Skryabin (Russia), A. Tsimanis (Latvia), R. Ulrich (Ger- 
many), E. Yankevits (Latvia), I. Sominskaja (Latvia). 

Applications should be sent in English to: 

Prof. Elmars Grens 
Institute of Molecular Biology 
University of Latvia and Latvian Academy of Sciences 
Krustpils 53 
LV 1065 Riga / Latvia 

Fax 70132 138 683 
Telex 161174 DUGLA SU 
Tel. 104261, 139495 

Deadline for application: May 20, 1993. 

The letter of application should include: 

(a) Name, age, address and academical affiliation 
(b) Curriculum vitae detailing previous scientific training 
(c) One reference letter of recommendation 
(d) Proficiency in English 
(e) Brief statement on why this course would be useful to the applicant 
(f) Statement of the financial aid the applicant would have from local 

sources toward travel mad living expenses 

The accepted applicants will be notified by July 20, 1993. 

UNESCO, ICRO (International Cell Research Organization) and 
FEBS (Federation of European Biochemical Societies) announce: 

International Training Course on 
Biochemistry of Membrane Transport 

Lake Balaton, Hungary; September 5-12, 1993 

O1)jectives 
The course is intended for graduate and post-doctoral students and 
research workers who wish to obtain concentrated information on ex- 
perimental approaches and recent results in the field of membrane 
transport. The course will cover both basic knowledge and the most 
recent findings and provide ample possibility for discussions. 

Participants 
The course fee is DM 800 which includes registration, accommodation, 
meals and local transportation. A limited number of fellowships will be 
available for participants under the age of 31 years. 
The deadline for application is April 30, 1993. 

For information on possible belated applications please contact: 

Dr. B. Sarkadi 
Hungarian Biochemical Society 
P.O. Box 7 
H- 1518 Budapest / Hungary 
Fax 36-1-1665-856 


